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Federal Acquisition Regulation 8.605

Subpart 8.6—Acquisition From
Federal Prison Industries, Inc.

8.601 General.
(a) Federal Prison Industries, Inc.

(FPI), also referred to as UNICOR, is a
self-supporting, wholly owned Govern-
ment corporation of the District of Co-
lumbia.

(b) FPI provides training and employ-
ment for prisoners confined in Federal
penal and correctional institutions
through the sale of its supplies and
services to Government agencies (18
U.S.C. 4121–4128).

(c) FPI diversifies its supplies and
services to prevent private industry
from experiencing unfair competition
from prison workshops or activities.

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 15148, Apr. 15, 1991]

8.602 Policy.
(a) Agencies shall purchase required

supplies of the classes listed in the
Schedule of Products made in Federal
Penal and Correctional Institutions
(referred to in this subpart as the
Schedule) at prices not to exceed cur-
rent market prices, using the proce-
dures in this subpart.

(b) Subject to the priorities in 8.001
and 8.603, agencies are encouraged to
use the facilities of FPI to the max-
imum extent practicable in purchasing
(1) supplies that are not listed in the
Schedule, but that are of a type manu-
factured in Federal penal and correc-
tional institutions, and (2) services
that are listed in the Schedule.

(c) If a supply not listed in the Sched-
ule is of a type normally produced by
Federal penal and correctional institu-
tions, agencies are encouraged to sug-
gest that FPI consider the feasibility
of adding the item to its Schedule.

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 15148, Apr. 15, 1991]

8.603 Purchase priorities.
(a) FPI and nonprofit agencies par-

ticipating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day
(JWOD) Program (see subpart 8.7) may
produce identical supplies or services.
When this occurs, ordering offices shall
purchase supplies and services in the
following priorities:

(1) Supplies:

(i) Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (41
U.S.C. 48).

(ii) JWOD participating nonprofit
agencies.

(iii) Commercial sources.
(2) Services:
(i) JWOD participating nonprofit

agencies.
(ii) Federal Prison Industries, Inc., or

commercial sources.
(b) Supplies and services manufac-

tured or performed by FPI are in strict
conformity with Federal Specifica-
tions. These supplies and services are
listed in the Schedule. Copies of the
Schedule are available from Federal
Prison Industries, Inc., Department of
Justice, Washington, DC 20534.

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 15149, Apr. 15, 1991; 59 FR 67027, Dec. 28,
1994]

8.604 Ordering procedures.
(a) Contracting officers shall order

(1) less-than-carload lots of common-
use items (Schedule A of the Schedule)
from the regional warehouses of GSA,
unless it is more practical and eco-
nomical to purchase directly from FPI,
and (2) carload lots of common-use
items, and other items listed in the
Schedule, from FPI.

(b) Contracting officers shall prepare
orders to FPI using the procedures in
the Schedule.

(c) When the contracting officer be-
lieves that the FPI price exceeds the
market price, the matter may be re-
ferred to the cognizant product divi-
sion identified in the Schedule or to
the FPI Washington office for resolu-
tion.

8.605 Clearances.
(a) Clearance is required from FPI

before supplies on the Schedule are ac-
quired from other sources, except when
the conditions in 8.606 apply. FPI clear-
ances ordinarily are of the following
types:

(1) General or blanket clearances
issued when classes of articles or serv-
ices are not available from FPI.

(2) Formal clearances issued in re-
sponse to requests from offices desiring
to acquire, from other sources, supplies
listed in the Schedule and not covered
by a general clearance. Requests
should be addressed to Federal Prison
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